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Notes
Sandford (1630-1694) herald and genealogist died on 17 Jan. 1694 : ‘advanced in years, neglected,
and poor’ in the prison of Newgate, where he had been confined for debt. This book was his most
renowned work in which he described all the English rulers &c. principally by means of reference to
the numerous Seals, Tombs, Cenotaphs to be found in Westminster Abbey and elsewhere. For the
accompanying illustrations 23 of the full page plates and one smaller image were supplied by Hollar,
with the remainder, mainly comprising smaller images and text vignettes, being executed by the
engraver Richard Gaywood.

“This magnificent volume was compiled by the direction and encouragement of Charles II. During a
severe illness with which the author was attacked, a part of the text was furnished by Gregory King,
who assisted in preparing the work for the press. The plan of the performance is excellent and the
plates are by Hollar and other eminent artists”.
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