
Engraving with etching, on two sheets joined.

THE OUDESCHANS SEEN FROM THE IJZIJDE TO THE
MONTELBAANSTOREN, THE ZUIDERKERK IN THE BACKGROUND

Gezigt Vande Oudeschans Alwaar Men zien Kan de Monckel-Bans Tooren, Zuyder Tooren,
en’t Westindis-Huis van’t y Afte Zien, tot Amsterdam. Vue ou perspective du vieux rempart
par ou on peut voir la tour de monkel-ban la tour de l’eglise zud, et la maison de la
compagnie d’occident qui se voit du ty a amsterdam.
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Notes
The Oudeschans seen from the IJzijde to the Montelbaanstoren, the Zuiderkerk in the background.



The Oudeschans or Oude Schans, originally named the Nieuwe Gracht, is a wide canal in the eastern
part of the inner city of Amsterdam. The canal runs from the Sint Antoniessluis (between Sint
Antoniesbreestraat and Jodenbreestraat ) to the Oosterdok, which is connected to the IJ. The canal is
best known for the sixteenth century Montelbaanstoren and is sometimes called Montelbaansgracht.

The most prominent feature is the Montelbaanstoren or Montellbaans Tower. The tower was
originally built in the sixteenth century as part of the cities defence. The decorative upper half of the
tower, designed by Hendrick de Keyser was added in 1606. Just to the left of the tower can be seen
the tower of the Zuiderkerk, the first Protestant church built in Amsterdam.

Jan Smit was a draftsman and engraver working in the first half of the eighteenth century in The
Netherlands.
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