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Notes
John Pigott-Smith (1798-1861) was the Borough Surveyor for Birmingham Borough Council. He
trained as a land surveyor and valuer, and produced several parish surveys after starting his own



business. He was elected as the Borough Surveyor and oversaw the transition of the city streets
from cobbles to macadam. His advice on the process was even solicited by the municipality of Paris
after one too many riots where cobbles were used as missiles. Pigott Smith was appointed Surveyor
to the Commissioners of the Birmingham Improvement Acts and then Borough Surveyor in 1851,
holding the office until his retirement in 1857.

The map shows the city and surrounding area in detail, with a Grecian border. The inset map at the
upper left corner is an earlier plan made in 1791. It is dedicated to William Legge, 4th Earl of
Dartmouth. The Earl took an interest in science, and was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society in
1822, and was also a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries.
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